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Another week of the Spring Carnival has flown by and Chris is sure racking up some air points while endeavoring to keep a close eye 
on both stables. Part of keeping a close eye on the horses in Melbourne is to help make decisions on what races to target, as was the 
case with Foretellerõs gallop on Tuesday at Moonee Valley. His work and the word that Atlantic Jewel might have been heading to 
the MacKinnon saw Chris accept for the $3 million Sportingbet Cox Plate at the last minute, with Foreteller becoming the stableõs 
second runner in the race after Shoot Out finished a gallant 5th last year.   

Meanwhile further afield in England, Dr Tim Roberts and bloodstock agent Guy Mulcaster are now in the thick of the 1500 odd 
horses entered in the Tattersallõs Horses in Training Sale, picking out our next influx of imports so next week we look forward to 
introducing you to our new teammates.  

With so much to talk about and plenty of runners this weekend the video previewõs split in half with Part 1 & Part 2. Click here for 
the fields. 

Wishing you all a safe and successful weekend, the team at Chris Waller Racing.  
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Waller weekly news  

Red Tracer passes the post first at Caulfield  for her 10th win at stakes level.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of6p7F0hMVM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khbnhBNzPN0
http://cwallerracing.com/
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CHRIS WALLER RACING ð WINNERS THIS WEEK  

RED TRACER 
Geoff and Mary Grimishõs super tough Red Tracer recorded 
her 10th victory at stakes level on Saturday at Caulfield. The 
honest, power-packed daughter of Dane Shadow didnõt have 
the easiest of runs however still managed a 2.75 length win 
in the Group 2 Yellowglen Tristarc Stakes. Having shaken off 
the Group 1 bridesmaid tiara last preparation in Queensland, 
Red Tracer now has the Group 1 Myer Classic firmly set in 
her sights. 

BOBAN 
Racing with the firm belief that heõs now a class above his 
rivals, Boban produced another mind-blowing effort after 
giving the field a decent head start in the Group 3 
Sportingbet Moonga Stakes. With four from four this 
preparation and a firm belief that heõs going to be even 
better in the autumn, Chris is tossing up between the 
paddock and the Group 1 Emirates Stakes as Bobanõs next 
destinations.  

INDEX LINKED 
Recording his second Saturday city win and fourth of his 
career, Index Linked is providing his owners with plenty of 
fun as he matures and progresses up the grades. Over the 
1600m at Randwick on Saturday he settled better for Jason 
Collett for a narrow but decisive victory. An enthusiastic 
galloper, ideally his runs are spaced fortnightly to keep the 
edge off him. That would see him start in an 1800m event 
next weekend however a 1600m event the week later is also 
an attractive option. 

MARMELO 
Having her second race-day start, Marmelo came from a long 
way back to win impressively over 1400m. Such is Chrisõs 
opinion of her, the exciting daughter of Duke of Marmalade 
has booked her trip to Melbourne for a tilt at a 1700m race 
on Oaks Day.  

VIEW MORE WINNING PHOTOS AT 

www.bradleyphotos.com.au  

 

 

Marmelo   

Index Linked 

Boban 

Red Tracer 

http://www.bradleyphotos.com.au/
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THE QUIET ACHIEVER ð CHRIS WALLER FEATURE 
Journalist Amanda Hooton and photographer Jenny Evans 
collaborated to produce a feature on Chris in last Saturdayõs 
Good Life lift-out in The Sydney Morning Heraldé 

The sport of kings is a high-stakes, high-drama business populated by 
"colourful", larger-than-life personalities. And then there's Chris 
Waller.  

Just after 8am: a cool morning after rain, the sky a fragile blue. You're 
standing on the Rosehill race track, watching trainer Chris Waller 
inspect the grass. He looks worried. He always looks worried. His 
iPhone has already told him conditions will be good, but he wants to 
check it himself. He always checks it himself. "It's better here," he says 
quietly. "Three wide. Yes. So he'll be here somewhere, hopefully at 
the back. I've had a talk to Jimmy ['The Pumper' Cassidy, veteran 
jockey, well known for his forceful personality], and hopefully he'll 
bring him across behind." He smiles, and you imagine it might have 
been a long talk. "From barrier 17, you've got to get across. So he's 
got to either go behind at the start and try to get through, or go straight to the front and flog him home. I don't like horses going to 
the front early. It breaks their hearts." 

This is the man who may win the Melbourne Cup. In July, he broke the record of 156 Sydney wins in a season, held jointly by T. J. 
Smith in 1975/6 and his daughter, Gai Waterhouse, in 2002/3. In his 13th year of training in Australia, New Zealand-born Waller 
ended the season with 167.5 wins (the 0.5 was a dead heat), a record many believe will never be beaten. He also won nine group 1 
races (the highest rank in world racing), making him the nation's most successful big-race trainer. And if that's not enough, his 
horses won in excess of $17 million in prize money, more than any other stable in the country, of which 10 per cent was his. 

All this, and no one outside of racing has heard of him. He is no Bart Cummings or Gai Waterhouse; no Peter Moody or Lee 
Freedman. He will pass unnoticed in the crowd at Flemington, and he wants it this way. Waller's stable colours are plain black with 
small hints of white and purple; he has no sign at the entry to his stables; he does not watch races from the stands or with owners or 
in front of TV cameras. At Sydney's Rosehill, his home course (his stables are behind the track), he stands indoors, all alone, by a 
single TV monitor for every race. "I like to be on my own," he admits. "I don't like to go through the emotions of everybody else. 
A race might take one minute or two minutes - a long race - and you just feel your heart ready to explode." He smiles sheepishly. "I 
wouldn't be surprised if I have a heart attack one day. I wouldn't want anyone to see that." 
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This September, Waller nominated eight horses in the Melbourne Cup. Last year he ran a horse called Kelinni. He broke his own 
rule and watched the race with another human - his racing manager, Liam Prior. When Kelinni was about to hit the front at the 
300-metre mark, he remembers telling Prior, "Take a very deep breath." He smiles at the memory. "Our hearts just dead set 
stopped." Kelinni finished fourth, "but what a feeling". He shakes his head. 

Waller arrived in Sydney in 2000 with five horses, a beautiful girlfriend (now his wife), and a maxed-out credit card. "It's my 
understanding he did not even have the money to guarantee his trainer's licence," says Max Presnell, a racing journalist for 50 years. 
"He had to borrow $10,000 to put in his bank 
account [to look solvent.]" He made the move 
after a couple of trips as a strapper, his head 
turned by the luxurious appointments of the 
Doncaster Hotel in Kensington (no TVs, no air 
conditioning, no private bathrooms). "I thought it 
was the best thing out," he says, laughing. "And 
because of the exchange rate, I was making an 
extra $30 a week. I thought I was made." 

"You could tell just by looking at him he was 
serious about it," recalls John Nicholson, general 
manager of racing and wagering with the 
Australian Turf Club when Waller arrived. "He 
was very quiet, very modest, but I don't care what 
he says: he wanted to be a leading trainer. Not 
interested in the pub after work, any of that." 

On the walk back to the stables from the course, Waller has his head down, thinking. He's always thinking. "He runs on nervous 
energy," says his assistant trainer, Peter Muscutt. "The mind's always going." He has a pale, furrowed brow, high forehead and a 
widow's peak, and as he trudges along he looks like a kindly, slightly melancholic vampire. He has worked 117 horses this morning; 
he has 12 runners in races today, including a three-year-old colt called Zoustar in the Golden Rose. This race, which sounds like 
something from a mediaeval fairy tale, is the first group 1 race of the Australian racing season. It carries a whopping million dollars 
in prize money, unmatched by any other race of the NSW spring racing carnival, and is one of the richest races in the country. 
Zoustar, however, has drawn barrier 17, the widest of the field, and, by most reckonings, an impossible position to win from. 

You might expect Waller to feel tense about this; especially given the fact that if Zoustar does miraculously win, his owners will 
earn $600,000 (less Waller's 10 per cent) and his value at stud will rise from somewhere in the hundreds of thousands to in excess 
of $10 million. Few businessmen ever have to deal with the possibility of increasing the value of stock by more than a thousand per 
cent in less than two minutes. 

But then again, few businessmen are as successful as Waller. Or as calm. "If you want someone with a lot of drama and glamour, 
he's not the one for you," says racehorse owner Linda Huddy, who's had two dozen horses with Waller. "I'm not the best 
salesman," agrees Waller. "I'm not like Gai [Waterhouse], for instance. People love being around her, because she's selling the 
dream. But I don't do that, because I can't deliver the dream." 

Hmm, you think. Nine group 1 wins and $17 million; what's that, if not the dream? But the modesty seems genuine. "I have never 
heard anyone with a bad word to say about him," says Presnell. "And that's unique in my experience. Racing's not a game with a lot 
of love." 

Not a lot of love, maybe, but a surfeit of beauty. Back at the stables, Waller's horses are everywhere: satin-sheened, dark-eyed, 
elegant as a hundred Stubbs portraits come to life. People in racing don't talk much about this beauty, but they are in thrall to it - 
they must be, to live this life of ridiculous hours (Waller arrives each morning just after 3am) and ridiculous risk (Waller has two 
employees off work, both with horse-related broken bones) and ridiculous pay (the prize money can be substantial but the 
Australian trainer of the year made a profit of just $77,000 from his stable operation last season). 

You walk with Waller up the central aisle of a shed. Horses turn their heads to watch you, or nose around their sawdust; one is fast 
asleep against a wall, long eyelashes closed like a child. Waller walks slowly, looking, occasionally stroking a nose, cupping a jaw. 
He never tells you that he thinks horses beautiful, never says anything sentimental. But he weeps when he talks about horses he's 
lost. "It's the worst thing that's ever happened," he says of a horse called Rangirangdoo, an eight-year-old gelding who won a 
Doncaster Handicap and a George Ryder Stakes and had to be put down after fracturing two sesamoids in 2011. "Even now, if I 
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spoke about him publicly I'd break down." He looks 
away. "When you go through hard times, they are 
your best mates." 

Waller has certainly had hard times: a mattress on the 
floor of a rented room when he arrived in Sydney; no 
car for three years; walking to and from the stables in 
the dark, day after day, year after year. "Of course 
when you're young you don't really know much 
better," he says. But his system has never changed. 
No one on his staff of more than 50 - almost one 
human for every two horses - is permitted raise a 
hand to a horse. He works his charges more lightly 
than many trainers, treats them gently, monitors 
them minutely. On a weekly, often daily basis, he 
records their weight, temperature, feed, medical 
treatment. He notes every second they spend on the 
treadmill, every lap they swim in the pool, every 
minute they work on the track. He can tell you whether a horse's off-fore was iced after training on a particular Wednesday six 
months ago, and whether it left half a scoop of feed uneaten that morning, and whether it had an aloe vera gel drink in the 
afternoon. "Older trainers laugh at me," he says. 

Earlier this morning, Waller had stood poised between his laptop and his half-tonne bundles of muscle and bone as they thundered 
by in the dark, and no one was laughing as he singled out the shadowy forms. "This little girl lost 27 kilos in a week," he'd said, 
pointing. "So she'll go straight back out [to the paddock] - she's just not ready to be here yet. This one," he'd indicated another dark 
blur, "he's had no weight fluctuations, eating well, no medical issues." He's also won his last two races - or, as Waller put it, "He's 
happy. And this one," he'd looked up as a horse fought his way out of the gloom, throwing his head up, cantering sideways. "He's 
only young; he's used to having a mate with him. But his mate's off sick" - unlike Waller, who hasn't had a single sick day in 13 years 
- "so he's on his own today. It's a bit stressful for him." 

It must also be a bit stressful for Waller. But the tension is invisible to the naked eye. Back at the stables, he walks to the last stall to 
show you a three-year-old bay colt having his race shoes fitted. This is Zoustar, the runner in the Golden Rose. Waller stands and 
watches him for a moment. He says nothing, does nothing. Just looks. 

Waller trains his horses, measures them, thinks endlessly about them. But he doesn't try to change them. And this is because, 
ultimately, he believes that horses, like humans, decide for themselves. "The telling question is about a horse's spirit," he says. 
"How much heart does a horse have over the last hundred metres of the race? How much pain will it put itself through? Some horses 
will say, 'I can't handle it any more' and step back. And some will just keep going, when physically they're in pain. The athletes, it 
doesn't matter what distance, 1200 or 2400, how old they are, wet tracks, good tracks. They'd win regardless of who's training 
them." 

Only a man of Waller's modesty could pay his horses this compliment. "When the right horse comes along, you don't need to try to 
improve them. They can do it on their own." 

Nobody can look at a horse and see its spirit. Not even Chris Waller. But a few hours after you leave the stables, Zoustar wins the 
Golden Rose. He comes round the bend third from last, sheepskin noseband bobbing. And then, at the 300-metre mark - close to 
where you stood examining the grass - he suddenly takes a big, lunging stride. Watching, you see the acceleration as if someone had 
flipped a switch. "AND HERE COMES ZOUSTAR!" shouts the caller. "ZOOMING DOWN THE MIDDLE!" And there it is: a 
horse with heart, driving for the line. 

Who knows how the Melbourne Cup will go. But one thing seems certain. It will be a test of heart. Of horses' hearts, out there on 
the emerald green at Flemington. And of Chris Waller's heart, somewhere alone in the stands. 

 
Weõve been adding to our 2013 Spring Carnival gallery ð view it on Facebook. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.641353189231946.1073741831.452003694833564&type=3
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DOUBLE DARE ENJOYING  

LIFE AS A SHOWJUMPER 
Before the likes of Danleigh, Rangi and Triple Honour, Double Dare is 
affectionately known as one of the horses that got Chrisõs name ôout 
thereõ. In 2003 the then ôblack coltõ was purchased by Chris at Karaka 
with a final bid of $40,000. After six years with CWR, he was a gallant 
and honest member of the team who progressed to race at Group 1 level 
on three occasions. His best performance at that level saw him finish third 
to Baritone in the Stradbroke in 2008. He amassed just over $500,000 in 
prize-money in his career for Bill Quigley, Albie and Lyn Newman, Tony 
and Kerry Bowen, Darrell Duniam and Colin King. 

Taken on to re-school by Claire McKinnon once finished racing, he is 
now campaigned in West Australia by Deanna Holmes who after several 
years off riding while starting a family was looking for a good horse with 
loads of jumping potential to help her return to WAõs showjumping 
circuit. 

Deanna immediately fell in love with ôChopperõ after viewing him in 
Sydney November 2012 and after a few months of intense training under 
some of Australiaõs best instructors the combination has already jumped 
competitively in 1.05m and 1.10m classes. Having clicked together so 
well Deanna is convinced this will be the start of a long partnership and 
plans to take Double Dare up through the ranks and hopefully return to 
C Grade (1.30m) in the near future. 

As fate would have it, Deanna has also recently ended up with Double 
Dareõs formers stable-mate Mutawarath. Currently having a let down after finishing racing, he will start his new career over the 
summer months, we wish Deanna the best of luck and look forward to updates on both their progress in the future.   

 

 

 

FORTUNE FAVOURS BRAVE WITH 

FORETELLER  
The belief Atlantic Jewel would be saved for the Mackinnon Stakes - not the fact 
she had broken down - was the reason trainer Chris Waller changed his mind 
about starting Foreteller in the Cox Plate. While the injury to Atlantic Jewel 
dominated headlines on Tuesday - the wonder mare will now head to stud - the 
forgotten story down south was Waller's last-minute decision to accept with 
Foreteller. Read moreé 
 

NATIONAL CULT TO BAC K GREY SWOOPER ARINOSA 
Another grey may headline Moonee Valley's double-header meetings this weekend, but the galloper with the biggest national cult 
following is the Chris Waller-trained Arinosa, which is engaged in tomorrow night's $1 million Group 1 Manikato Stakes (1200m). 
Read moreé 
 

CHRIS WALLER RELIEVED AFTER CAULFIELD CUP 
Although Chris Waller saddled up four runners including the two favourites in the Caulfield Cup with his best result a fifth with 
Royal Descent, he relished the experience. Read moreé 

 
For lots more stable news daily visit www.cwallerracing.com   

 
 

http://cwallerracing.com/default.aspx?pageaction=news&articleid=1023
http://cwallerracing.com/default.aspx?pageaction=news&articleid=1022
http://cwallerracing.com/default.aspx?pageaction=news&articleid=1019
http://www.cwallerracing.com/
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Fresh out of quarantine, the ever so handsome, Iõm Your Man (FR) and Ashleigh. Stradatini and Jess.  

Katinka, Hoybellõs little half-sister and Chris Harwood.  Scott Hughes and Tantrum Testa. 

Riva de Lago resting up.   
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Super Willie and Rob.   

Hot Albert.   

Goodwood Atlantis and JF.   

Sense and Reason. 

Dora ôNõ Boots   


